
Celtic FC Foundation is a registered SCIO number SC024648 with its registered office at Celtic Park, Glasgow, G40 3RE

£240k

Christmas Appeal 2018 

Made Dreams Come True!

Thank You!



Friday, December 21, 2018

Dear Friends,

For many of us, Christmas is a happy time of year. But not for everyone. For those who are

struggling, the festive season will be very different.

Celtic FC Foundation’s Annual Christmas Appeal lies at the heart of our Club’s humble and

charitable beginnings as it aims to help those in our communities who need it most.

We are delighted to confirm that this year’s Appeal has been our most successful to

date, raising an incredible net total of £240k.

We wanted to help hundreds of local families facing poverty. Giving them the kind of

Christmas most of us take for granted. With lots of food on the table and gifts for the kids.

Making sure Santa pays a visit on Christmas Eve. We also aimed to support pensioners on

our doorstep, by lending a hand at a difficult time of year. And through our charity partners,

we hoped to make a massive difference to the lives of children, the homeless, those living in

refuge, refugees and those facing other challenges.

The support we have received for the Appeal from across the globe has been immense,

heartwarming and humbling. This year we have been in a position to help so many families,

pensioners and charity partners and that is a credit to every single individual or organisation

who gave us cash, toys, or the gift of their time to help us help those who need it the most.

Thanks to this phenomenal support, together, we Made Dreams Come True this

Christmas…

In Summary, donations were made as follows:

• 88.2% Glasgow and West of Scotland

• 5.2% Ireland

• 4.8% London

• 1.8% Overseas (Ottawa)

• Glasgow/West of Scotland families with children £88k

• Irish families with children £6k

• Local OAPs £5k

• Children £62k

• Women’s Aid charities £11k

• Homeless, refugees, other vulnerable groups £68k
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Beneficiaries

Thanks to the wonderful assistance received through the Appeal, we have been able to

support the following:

466 Families in Glasgow, North and South Lanarkshire, Belfast/Lisburn and Dublin who are

facing poverty and hardship with a significant Christmas gift.

50 vulnerable pensioners in the North and East of Glasgow, who were each given a

significant Christmas Voucher.

20 grass roots, local charities and organisations who support those experiencing

homelessness or other disadvantage, including:

Glasgow East Women’s Aid

A Christmas meal, gifts and outings for families in the refuge. Ten ladies also attended our 

Ghirls for Good event on a complimentary basis - http://www.celticfc.net/news/15270

Scottish Refugee Council

Seasonal support for refugee families who have just arrived in Scotland as well as other 

vulnerable or disadvantaged refugee families - http://www.celticfc.net/news/15387

Refuweegee

Welcome packs for every refugee who arrives in the city. Each pack contains three 

categories of items; essentials, Glasgow welcome and ‘letters from the locals’ -

http://www.celticfc.net/news/15372
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Simon Community Scotland

A Christmas lunch for around 120 service users was held at 

Celtic Park on Sunday, December 9. It was attended by 

Celtic legend and Club Ambassador, Tom Boyd.

http://www.celticfc.net/news/15421

Glasgow Children’s Hospital Charity

We donated a Christmas gift for children living with 

long-term health conditions, and fun activities for those 

who sadly need to spend the festive period in hospital. 

A donation of £10,000 was officially presented by the 

Celtic first team during their visit to the hospital on 

Monday, December 10. 

http://www.celticfc.net/news/15424

http://www.celticfc.net/news/15270
http://www.celticfc.net/news/15387
http://www.celticfc.net/news/15372
http://www.celticfc.net/news/15421
http://www.celticfc.net/news/15424


Glasgow City Mission

An evening drop-in service – a lifeline which draws over 120 people in each night, for those 

who are experiencing homelessness, poverty and social isolation, to enjoy a healthy, 

nourishing two-course dinner - http://www.celticfc.net/news/15308

Loaves & Fishes

Meals for the homeless in a beautiful restaurant environment -

http://www.celticfc.net/news/15443

The Wayside Club

A refuge and a hot meal during the festive period for the homeless -

http://www.celticfc.net/news/15486

The Invisibles

Support on the streets for Glasgow’s homeless through the provision of sleeping bags, 

clothing, footwear, toiletries and signposting - http://www.celticfc.net/news/15282

Salvation Army Parkhead

Supporting local families and pensioners who are struggling through the provision of food, 

clothing, toys, advice and other support for the homeless -

http://www.celticfc.net/news/15370

St. Roch’s FC Foundation

Two lunches for the homeless and pensioners, and a Christmas party for local children -

http://www.celticfc.net/news/15297

Glasgow Night Shelter

Emergency shelter for the city’s destitute asylum seeker men, who cannot access statutory 

homelessness services due to their immigration status.The shelter is open from 8pm to 

8am, 365 nights a year, offering a warm, safe place to stay – and a nourishing hot meal -

http://www.celticfc.net/news/15481

Elpis Centre

Providing a place to stay, a Christmas meal and gifts for young women aged 16-25 who 

have found themselves homeless or have been in care for varying periods of time -

http://www.celticfc.net/news/15472

Spirit Aid

Food hampers, toys and clothing to those in need in the West of Scotland -

http://www.celticfc.net/news/15343
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Children’s Parties

We hosted three Christmas parties at Celtic Park for 788 local primary and nursery children, 

including gifts. The schools were Golfhill, Sacred Heart, St Michael’s, St Paul’s, Wellshot, 

Saracen, St Teresa’s, St Mungo’s, St Roch’s, Barmulloch, Royston and St Francis’ plus 

Keppoch, Stepping Stones and Royston nurseries. The latter two parties were funded by 

private donors.

http://www.celticfc.net/news/15463 http://www.celticfc.net/news/15500

We also supported charities and other groups in London, Dublin, Belfast and Ottawa:

St Anne’s Primary School, Whitechapel

Christmas outings and a party for children at the school, the vast majority of whom are from 

disadvantaged families. Brother Walfrid became Head Teacher at the school, after his time 

at Celtic - http://www.celticfc.net/news/15319

St Anne’s Church, Whitechapel

Support for pensioners and families in the local community who are disadvantaged and 

those experiencing homelessness - http://www.celticfc.net/news/15319

Cardinal Hume Centre, London

A safe living environment, 24-hour support and festive treats for 30 homeless young people 

- http://www.celticfc.net/news/15406

Women's Aid Dublin 

A Christmas meal and gifts for a host of women and children in Dublin who are 

experiencing domestic violence - http://www.celticfc.net/news/15464

Women's Aid Belfast and Lisburn

Food and gifts for the women and children in the community in Belfast and Lisburn, to help 

ease the loneliness and stress of those who are experiencing domestic violence -

http://www.celticfc.net/news/15464

Ottawa Mission

A Christmas meal, gifts and activities for those who are homeless.

In consultation with the Ottawa CSC

http://www.celticfc.net/news/15463
http://www.celticfc.net/news/15500
http://www.celticfc.net/news/15319
http://www.celticfc.net/news/15319
http://www.celticfc.net/news/15406
http://www.celticfc.net/news/15464
http://www.celticfc.net/news/15464


Gift Donations

As well as financial donations, we also received and passed on over 650 brand new toys 

and gifts.

Each attendee at our Ghirls for Good event (around 400) generously donated a gift for a 

local child who is sick or disadvantaged, and the following organisations benefitted from 

those wonderful contributions:

• Children in Care in Edinburgh & Fife (the Cottage Family)

• Glasgow Children's Hospital Charity

• Glasgow East Women's Aid

• Glasgow North East Social Work

• Glasgow Women's Aid

• Kids Out

• Loaves & Fishes

• Salvation Army Parkhead

• Scottish Refugee Council

• Simon Community Scotland

• Spirit Aid

In addition, we were fortunate to be selected as one of the beneficiaries of a local toy drive 

by Indigo, and approximately 250 gifts were subsequently donated to:

• One Community (Violence Reduction Unit)

• Bargeddie Toddlers Group

• West Dunbartonshire Community Foodshare

• St Roch’s FC Foundation

• The Legacy Hub, Parkhead

• Afghan United
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Launch of Appeal Campaign

The official photocall and announcement took place at Celtic FC’s Training Centre in

Lennoxtown on Tuesday, November 6. The football club provided a magnificent £10,000

donation to kick off the Appeal and Scott Brown and Lewis Morgan joined Santa for the

photo - http://www.celticfc.net/news/15212

In addition, members of the first team squad recorded an appeal VT -

http://www.celticfc.net/news/15227

The Appeal slogan was a line from the Christmas classic ‘Fairytale of New York’ and was

very generously approved by Shane McGowan and Universal Music.
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Fundraising – Events

A number of events were delivered to drive fundraising for the Appeal:

Founding Fathers’ Fast – Tuesday, November 6, 2018

On the 131st anniversary of the Club’s formation, we asked 

supporters to fast for the day in honour of our charitable 

heritage and donate what they would have spent on food –

suggested £5 - to our Christmas Appeal. Around £600 was 

raised.

http://www.celticfc.net/news/15190

Celtic Sleep Out, Glasgow – Saturday, 

November 17, 2018

Our 2018 Celtic Sleep Out, Glasgow 

event, took place at Celtic Park with 100+ 

participants spending the night – from 

10.00pm to 6.00am – battling the elements 

outdoors, under the stars at Paradise, all 

for a wonderful cause. Celtic’s #1, Craig 

Gordon, was one of the participants. 

Around £30,000 was raised. 

http://www.celticfc.net/news/15287

Celtic Sleep Out, London – Friday,

November 23, 2018

For the second year in a row our London event 

took place in the grounds of St Anne’s Primary 

School in Whitechapel, where Brother Walfrid

was Head Teacher after his historic time at 

Celtic FC. Around 25 participants spent the 

night outdoors, from 10.00pm to 6.00am – to 

raise funds for the Appeal. Celtic legend, Peter 

Grant, made a six-hour round trip to spend time 

with the participants. The total raised was in the 

region of £11,000. 

http://www.celticfc.net/news/15333

http://www.celticfc.net/news/15190
http://www.celticfc.net/news/15287
http://www.celticfc.net/news/15333


Fundraising – Events (continued)

Letter from Santa

For the first time, we provided supporters with

the opportunity to make a minimum £5

contribution to the Appeal in return for a

personal letter from Santa and the child in

question’s favourite Celt. The total raised was

in the region of £2,000.

http://www.celticfc.net/news/15347

.
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Matchday Bucket Collection – Saturday, 

December 8, 2018

On a day when the horrific weather didn’t dampen 

the enthusiasm, we had around 120 volunteer 

collectors across all turnstile areas and access 

points in the lead up to Celtic’s SPFL encounter 

with Kilmarnock. A grand total of over £12,500 was 

donated on the day. 

Ghirls for Good – Saturday, December 1, 2018

Sponsored by the Ellen Kane Trust, hosted by 

Edward Reid and supported by a host of 

companies including Kurt Geiger, our annual 

ladies event took place in the Kerrydale Suite and 

was attended by around 400 Ghirls. The event 

raised in the region of £20,000.

http://www.celticfc.net/news/15383

Light up the Clover – Thursday, December 13, 

2018 

At Celtic’s home UEFA Europa League encounter with 

Salzburg, this event gave supporters the opportunity 

to purchase an LED candle and place it in the Clover 

area on the Celtic Way, in memory of a loved one. It 

raised in the region of £5,000

http://www.celticfc.net/news/15439

http://www.celticfc.net/news/15347
http://www.celticfc.net/news/15383
http://www.celticfc.net/news/15439


Fundraising – Events (continued)

Toy Tin Soldier – Charity Single

Supporter Joe Gallacher released ‘A Club Where All Belong’ and nominated the Appeal to

benefit from all proceeds.

http://www.celticfc.net/news/15314
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eBay Auction – December 6-11, 2018

We received seven incredible donations – including matchday

experiences from Dafabet, and a private box at a Take That 

concert from Creditfix – and those were auctioned through our 

eBay charity account. The total raised was £10,545 plus an 

additional £2,450 paid by one donor who ‘doubled up’ on his 

play on the park prize.  

http://www.celticfc.net/news/15401

http://www.celticfc.net/news/15314
http://www.celticfc.net/news/15401


Fundraising – Other Giving

Around a third of our total this year comes from direct donations.

To complement our events, we reached out to our supporters through direct mails and via

regular stories and updates through both the Celtic and Celtic FC Foundation websites,

Facebook, Twitter, big screens on matchday, Celtic View magazine, matchday programmes

and Celtic TV features. The Club also very generously provided the front of stadium

banners to the Foundation to allow us to promote the Appeal.

We requested donations by text, Paypal, online, cheque, cash or via Give as You Live

shopping. We also had donation units located in all Celtic stores in Scotland and Ireland.
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GIVE BY TEXT

Text CELT07 followed by £1, 

£5 or £10 to 70070



Testimonials

These are just a selection of the comments received from a variety of beneficiaries:

“Thank you very much once again for helping those of our families for whom

Christmas is a challenge and not a happy time. Without your help, some of our

children would not have enough food for the festive period and would not be

opening any presents. One of our families last year told us your gift ‘made Christmas

possible’ for their family. Another was so grateful she cried for about an hour! We

cannot underestimate how difficult it is for parents with children at this time and that

without the good work of Celtic FC Foundation and those who have donated, this

would indeed be a bleak festive season.” – Shona Heggie, Head Teacher, Thorntree

Primary School

“We are extremely grateful to Celtic FC Foundation for the support given to our families, not

only this year but over the past years too. This extremely kind donation allows us to support

our vulnerable families at a time when they are under so much pressure. This appears

to have increased over the last few years, especially with media influence and this is having

a negative impact on our families at this time of year. Your donations will be greatly

received and help to relieve some of the stresses that our children and families are put

under.” – Wendy Barr, Head Teacher, St Anne’s Primary School

“I can honestly say that this money makes a huge difference to my families. Last

year, having received an envelope, one of my mums said she was going straight to

Halfords to get the bike her daughter had been asking for. She would have been

unable to get it if it wasn’t for your help. Another mum said the money could not

have come at a better time. She had recently moved into the area and had lost her

job and had been very worried about how she would get through Christmas. This

family are now thriving and mum said she would never forget what we did for her. I

have seen parents cry when they have received the money, overwhelmed that people

would do that for them. Personally, I can’t thank Celtic FC Foundation enough for

their support. As a Head Teacher, working in this area and as someone who comes

from the East End, I am very aware that some of my children will not have the same

Christmas that my own family will experience. It is a privilege for me to be able to

identify these families so that you can give them some extra support. Thank you so

much.” – Ann Marie Stafford, Head Teacher, St Michael’s Primary School

“We would like to thank the Foundation for their tireless efforts in ensuring those who may

face struggles at this time of year feel supported and able to provide their children with the

same Christmas experience as any other family. We like to leave the gift as a surprise for

recipients and hear them chatter about how amazing it is to receive it at such a difficult

time. A club like no other, indeed.” – Tara Maguire, North East Foodbank
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“You have no idea the difference this makes. When I share the news with our

families, it is the greatest feeling in the world as they are so grateful and always tell

us how it makes a big difference to the children’s Christmas.” – Liz Gonzales, Head

Teacher, Sacred Heart Primary School

“Celtic FC Foundation helps some of the most disadvantaged families around Glasgow.

They are totally overwhelmed as they had no idea how they were going to put food on the

table on Christmas day or buy a gift for their children and Celtic FC Foundation has made

this possible.” – Stacey Bradley, St Thomas Gallowgate Church

“Thank you so much for the gifts for our families, who are truly grateful. We know

that your generosity will enable parents and carers to provide gifts that they

otherwise would not be able to this Christmas. This kindness will give more

opportunities and greater choice to families as well as alleviating the pressure

around Christmastime for those most in need in our community. Again, on behalf of

all the beneficiaries, sincere thanks and we hope that all at Celtic FC Foundation and

those who have contributed to the Appeal have a very happy Christmas.” – Kathleen

Johnston, Principal Teacher, St Denis’ Primary School

“Approximately 78% of our families live in deciles one and two which, according to the

Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation, are areas of extreme poverty. We see lots of our

families struggling to make ends meet throughout the year and this is a really difficult time

for them as Christmas adds additional pressure. This money will make a huge difference to

our families.” – Vicky McCool, Head Teacher, Burgh Primary School

“These gifts will make such a difference to the families and allow the parents to give

their children a better Christmas than they could ever have expected.” – John Morris,

Coatbridge Foodbank

“Last year, one of my mums broke down in tears when you delivered her envelope and was

overwhelmed by your generosity and the huge difference this made to the Christmas her

children enjoyed. Another family said, ‘There is a Santa!’. The smiles on Christmas morning

fill the parents hearts with joy.” – Rene Jenkins, Geeza Break

“The support received from Celtic FC Foundation has been of tremendous value for

Elpis Centre. It allowed us to top up all of the young women’s heating, as well as

give them a food parcel, which meant they were able to have more money to spend

over the holiday period. We also provided each service user with a Christmas gift.

We work at giving the young women who live here the same experiences that other

people would have at this time of year. The donation last year also allowed us to take

them on group activities to places such as M&Ds and Blair Drummond Safari Park,

giving the young women something to look forward to in the New Year.” – Mary

Carrick, Elpis Centre



“I want to thank Celtic FC Foundation and everyone who gets behind their Appeal for the

ongoing support that we receive - without it, we would not be able to give our families the

special items they deserve at Christmas. Our staff have often been reduced to tears due to

your kindness. Never forget that you make a big difference to lives of people at risk from

domestic abuse.” – Anne Kelly, Glasgow East Women’s Aid

“In a cold, unfamiliar city, Christmas can be a particularly dark, frightening and

isolating time. The support received from Celtic FC Foundation will allow us to do

even more over the festive period. We’re looking to keep the shelter open during

daytime hours (8am to 8pm), in addition to our usual night-time offer, for as much as

possible through the festive period.” – Annika Joy, Glasgow Night Shelter

“The support from Celtic FC Foundation allows us to make this time of year that little bit

easier for parents and a little bit more magical for children. From a food voucher to a toiletry

set, a trip to the cinema or a bus ticket, it helps us to have the capacity to make a real

difference to people. There aren’t the words to thank those who make what we do possible.

Us and those we work with are eternally grateful for showing us the best side of this city,

day after day. Thank you for making a difference with us.” – Selina Hales, Refuweegee

“This year’s Christmas Appeal donation will allow us to continue to support so many

people on the streets over the festive period, by providing warm clothes, sleeping

bags, ground mats and toiletries. We would like to say a huge thank you to all of the

supporters who have donated - their continued generosity helps to make such a

difference.” – Dermot Hill, The Invisibles

“Your donation assists in offering the necessary provisons for the homeless of Glasgow and

this is something which really encompasses Celtic's core values. The support from Celtic

FC Foundation helps us to make Christmas that little bit more comfortable for those who

come through our doors. We are able to provide food, clothing and sleeping bags and it

even allows us to be able to provide the guests with a gift for Christmas.Thanks to your

backing, we can give the individuals that we support a happier Christmas. Thank you.” –

Tom Boyd Senior, the Wayside Centre

“Many of the young people we deal with live chaotic lifestyles and feel isolated,

unwanted and unloved. It is amazing how a gift and some kindness can lift their

hearts and spirits. Through the support we get from Celtic FC Foundation, we are

able to give these youngsters hope in their hearts, that they are not walking alone.” –

Patrick Rolink, Spirit Aid
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“Thank you so much for helping local people in the East End of Glasgow in their time of

need. I want to add that since arriving in Glasgow to take charge of The Salvation Army

work in East Glasgow, I have been both humbled and uplifted by the generosity and support

given through Celtic FC Foundation. So, again, I want to thank you on behalf of all the

people we have helped and will continue to help through your support.” – Colin Bradshaw,

Salvation Army Parkhead

“We are so grateful for your generous donation. As a result, we can work to ensure

that no woman or child engaged in our services goes without at Christmas. We are

also sound in the knowledge that Santa visits our refuges as well, so all children can

sleep in the peace of knowing they won’t be forgotten about, even if they are away

from home. Thank you so much to Celtic FC Foundation and to everyone who has

supported their Christmas Appeal.” – Liz Johnston, Belfast and Lisburn Women’s

Aid

“Over the years, Celtic FC Foundation has given young people from Scottish Refugee

Council a chance to experience a Christmas free of worry and the opportunity to feel like

every other child. It has put a smile on so many of their faces and helped make many happy

memories. Thank you for your generosity and continued support which helps spread the

festive spirit and ensures that new families who arrive in Scotland feel included and have an

increased sense of belonging.” Esther Muchena, Scottish Refugee Council

“We are so extremely grateful to Celtic FC Foundation for their support again this

Christmas. The donation this year will help us to take the children to a Christmas

pantomime and put on a Christmas party. For many of our children this is, in their

words ‘the best day of my life’.” – Sheila Mouna, Head Teacher, St Anne’s Primary

School, Whitechapel

“Thanks to the donation from Celtic FC Foundation, we will provide extra, round-the-clock

support and a range of fun activities for the young people, to make sure they have a safe

home and people to share the Christmas celebrations with. It also allows us to provide each

young person with a personalised gift. The support also helps us to run an essential food

store for the young residents, local families in need, and other people facing disadvantage.

They will be able to select treats for Christmas day and food essentials for the festive

season. Thank you so much for your support.” – Patricia Marron, Cardinal Hume Centre



CONTACT

Tony Hamilton

Chief Executive

Celtic FC Foundation

e: th@celticfc.com

m: +44 7711 044 411

Iain Jamieson

Communications Manager

Celtic FC Ltd

e: IJamieson@celticfc.co.uk

t: +44 141 551 4235

Jane Maguire

Head of Fundraising and Events

Celtic FC Foundation

e: janemaguire@celticfc.co.uk

t: +44 141 551 4262

On behalf of the Foundation team and all of this year’s beneficiaries, I would like to thank you

very much for joining with us in the Christmas Appeal.

I have been with the Foundation for over 12 years and the Christmas Appeal has always been

one of the initiatives I feel most passionate about. It makes me so proud and so sad all at the

same time. Proud, because we are going right back to our roots and the very essence of our

Club, the reason it was set up in the first place, to help those on our doorstep who need it most.

Sad, because 131 years after the formation of our Club, there is still so much poverty and

hardship. It’s just not right.

However, thanks to the wonderful support of yourself and so many others, we have helped to

Make Dreams Come True this Christmas.

Thank you to everyone who gave us their time around our fundraising events and delivery,

especially our army of volunteers and the Foundation’s Supporters’ Committee. Thanks to the

Celtic supporters across the world and everyone else who actively raised funds for this year’s

campaign and/or made donations.

Thanks to the Football Department and all of the Celtic staff across the business who assisted

with the campaign through another very busy period at the football club.

Thanks to Magners, Dafabet, Intelligent Car Leasing, Indigo, CreditFix, Football Aid, the Ellen

Kane Trust and all Celtic and Foundation sponsors, partners, suppliers and Corporate and

Premium clients. Thanks to those who gave us professional services and thanks to Number 19

Marketing and Eskimo Creative for the campaign concept design. And to Universal Music and

Shane McGowan for allowing us to use a classic line from Fairytale of New York.

Your generosity has changed lives this Christmas - families who are struggling, women and

children in refuge, pensioners, those who are homeless and others living on the margin. I

believe we have indeed come together to Make Dreams Come True this Christmas.

Wishing you a peaceful Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Jane Maguire, Head of Fundraising and Events


