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£230k+

Christmas Appeal 2017 

Shared the Spirit of Celtic!

Thank You!



Wednesday, December 20, 2017

Dear Friends,

Celtic FC Foundation’s Annual Christmas Appeal reflects the very heart of the Club’s

charitable and humble beginnings. It proudly follows in the footsteps of Brother Walfrid,

providing comfort to those who need it most.

We are delighted to confirm that this year’s Appeal has raised an incredible net total

of £230k+.

We aimed to help a host of local families facing poverty, to provide a meal on the table and

gifts for the kids. We wanted to bring normality and the magic of Christmas to those homes.

We were also looking to help vulnerable pensioners to ease the financial burden at a

challenging time of year plus a number of other local charities who support those

experiencing homelessness or other disadvantage, such as living in refuge or temporary

accommodation or escaping a violent home life.

These charities have been our partners for many years and we know them and their client

bases and we value what they do in our communities.

However, we were humbled by the support received for the Appeal from across the globe.

This year we have been in a position to help so many families, pensioners and charity

partners and that is a credit to every single individual or organisation who gave us cash,

toys, or the gift of their time to help us help those who need it the most.

That’s the true Spirit of Celtic this Christmas….

In Summary:

• 86% of donations were made in Glasgow and West of Scotland

• 7% Ireland

• 6% London

• 1% Overseas (Ottowa)

• Local families with children £87k

• Local OAPs £5k

• Children’s charities £50k

• Women’s Aid charities £11k

• Homeless, refugees, other vulnerable groups £77k
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Launch

The official photocall took place at Celtic FC’s Training Centre in Lennoxtown on Friday,

October 27 and the Appeal was announced on Monday, October 30. The football club

provided a magnificent £10,000 donation to kick off the Appeal, supported by the first team

with Scott Brown, Leigh Griffiths, Jonny Hayes and Kristoffer Ajer, who took part in the

photocall - http://www.celticfc.net/news/13453

In addition, Brendan Rodgers and members of the first team squad recorded an appeal VT -

http://www.celticfc.net/news/13462

The Appeal slogan asked supporters to help us ‘Share the Spirit of Celtic this Christmas.’
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Fundraising – Events

A number of events were delivered to drive fundraising for the Appeal:

Hail Hail Trail – Tuesday, September 26 –

Monday, November 6, 2017

This brand new virtual walking initiative saw 

supporters throughout the world complete the 

Hail Hail Trail, by walking 130 miles over a six-

week period, in honour of our charitable 

history.The 130-mile Trail not only paid tribute 

to our founding principles but also celebrated 

the four trebles achieved in Celtic’s history, 

with key milestones highlighted along the way; 

via the dedicated website or app. The initiative 

raised in the region of £10,000.

http://www.celticfc.net/news/13507

Founding Fathers’ Fast – Monday, November 6, 2017

On the 130th anniversary of the Club’s formation, we asked 

supporters to fast for the day in honour of our charitable 

heritage and donate what they would have spent on food –

suggested £5 - to our Christmas Appeal. Around £1,000 

was raised.

http://www.celticfc.net/news/13473

Celtic Sleep Out, Glasgow – Saturday, 

November 11, 2017

Our 2017 Celtic Sleep Out, Glasgow event, 

took place at Celtic Park with 70+ 

participants spending the night – from 

10.00pm to 6.00am – battling the elements 

outdoors, under the stars at Paradise, all 

for a wonderful cause. The group had a 

very special visitor on the night  - Celtic’s 

#1, Craig Gordon. In excess of £30,000 

was raised.

http://www.celticfc.net/news/13523

http://www.celticfc.net/news/13507
http://www.celticfc.net/news/13473
http://www.celticfc.net/news/13523


Fundraising – Events (continued)
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Matchday Bucket Collection – Saturday, 

December 2, 2017

We had around 120 volunteer collectors across all 

turnstile areas and access points in the lead up to 

Celtic’s SPFL encounter with Motherwell. A grand 

total of over £13,000 was donated on the day. 

http://www.celticfc.net/news/13678

Celtic Sleep Out, London – Friday, November 24,

2017

Our brand new event in London took place in the 

grounds of St Anne’s Primary School in Whitechapel, 

where Brother Walfrid was Head Teacher after his 

historic time at Celtic FC. Around 30 participants 

spent the night outdoors, from 10.00pm to 6.00am –

to raise funds for the Appeal. The total raised was in 

the region of £10,000.

http://www.celticfc.net/news/13591

Ghirls for Good – Saturday, December 2, 2017 

Sponsored by the Ellen Kane Trust and supported by a host 

of companies including Eden Mill and Kurt Geiger, our annual 

ladies event took place in the Kerrydale Suite and was 

attended by around 420 Ghirls. The event raised in excess of 

£22,000

http://www.celticfc.net/news/13628

Light up the Clover – Wednesday, December 13, 

2017 

At Celtic’s home game against Hamilton, this new 

event gave supporters the opportunity to purchase an 

LED candle and place it in the Clover area on the 

Celtic Way, in memory of a loved one. It raised in the 

region of £5,000.

http://www.celticfc.net/news/13676

http://www.celticfc.net/news/13678
http://www.celticfc.net/news/13591
http://www.celticfc.net/news/13628
http://www.celticfc.net/news/13676


Fundraising – Events (continued)

Celtic My Heart and My Soul – Charity Single

Supporter Kevin Miles released his single in November and nominated our Christmas

Appeal to benefit from all proceeds. http://www.celticfc.net/news/13494
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eBay Auction – December 7-12, 2017

We received a number of incredible donations –

including matchday experiences from both Fergus 

McCann and Dafabet – and these were auctioned 

through our eBay charity account. The total raised 

was £7,704. http://www.celticfc.net/news/13648

http://www.celticfc.net/news/13494
http://www.celticfc.net/news/13648


Fundraising – Other Giving

Over half of our total this year comes from direct donations.

To complement our events, we reached out to our supporters through direct mails and via

regular stories and updates through both the Celtic and Celtic FC Foundation websites,

Facebook, Twitter, big screens on matchday, Celtic View magazine, matchday programmes

and Celtic TV features.

We requested donations by text, Paypal, online, cheque, cash or via Give as You Live

shopping. We also had donation units located in all Celtic stores in Scotland and Ireland.
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GIVE BY TEXT

Text CELT07 followed by £1, 

£5 or £10 to 70070



Beneficiaries

Thanks to the wonderful assistance received through the Appeal, we have been able to

support the following:

435 Families in Glasgow, North Lanarkshire and South Lanarkshire who are facing poverty

and hardship with a significant Christmas gift.

50 vulnerable pensioners in the North and East of Glasgow with a significant Christmas

Voucher.

A number of grass roots, local charities and organisations who support those experiencing

homelessness or other disadvantage, including:

Glasgow East Women’s Aid

A Christmas meal, gifts and outings for families in the refuge. Ten ladies also attended our 

Ghirls for Good event on a complimentary basis. http://www.celticfc.net/news/13709

Scottish Refugee Council

Seasonal support for refugee families who have just arrived in Scotland as well as other 

vulnerable or disadvantaged refugee families. Four ladies also attended our Ghirls for Good 

event on a complimentary basis. http://www.celticfc.net/news/13565

Refuweegee

Welcome packs for every refugee who arrives in the city. Each pack contains three 

categories of items; essentials, Glasgow welcome and ‘letters from the locals’.

http://www.celticfc.net/news/13637

8

Simon Community Scotland

A Christmas lunch for around 120 service users was held at 

Celtic Park on Sunday, December 3. It was attended by 

Birthday Bhoy, Tosh McKinlay.

http://www.celticfc.net/news/13631

Glasgow Children’s Hospital Charity

We donated a Christmas gift for children living with 

long-term health conditions. For many of these children 

this is the only gift they will receive this Christmas. 

A donation of £10,000 was officially presented by the 

Celtic first team during their visit to the hospital on 

Thursday, December 7. 

http://www.celticfc.net/news/13650

http://www.celticfc.net/news/13709
http://www.celticfc.net/news/13565
http://www.celticfc.net/news/13637
http://www.celticfc.net/news/13631
http://www.celticfc.net/news/13650


Glasgow City Mission

Food and activities at the Mission’s new weekend opening initiative, designed to fill a key 

gap in the City where nothing else is open at that point.

http://www.celticfc.net/news/13550

Loaves & Fishes

Christmas hampers and toys for families in need and those experiencing or facing 

homelessness.

http://www.celticfc.net/news/13511

The Wayside Club

A refuge and a hot meal during the festive period for the homeless. 

http://www.celticfc.net/news/13488

The Invisibles

Support on the streets for Glasgow’s homeless through the provision of sleeping bags, 

clothing, footwear, toiletries and signposting. This was funded by a private donor.

http://www.celticfc.net/news/13518

Salvation Army Parkhead

Supporting local families and pensioners who are struggling through the provision of food, 

clothing, toys, advice and other support for the homeless.

http://www.celticfc.net/news/13539

St. Roch’s FC Foundation

Two lunches for the homeless and pensioners, and a Christmas party for local children.

http://www.celticfc.net/news/13657

Glasgow Night Shelter

Helping to renovate a building to be used as the only shelter in Scotland for destitute 

asylum seeker and refugee women. The charity will be moving into new premises sometime 

in the new year. They will provide a safe space for up to 15 women and 30 men to stay 

overnight with a hot meal, 365 nights of the year. 

http://www.celticfc.net/news/13690

Elpis Centre

Providing a place to stay, a Christmas meal and gifts for young women aged 16-25 who 

have found themselves homeless or have been in care for varying periods of time.

http://www.celticfc.net/news/13594

Spirit Aid

Food hampers, toys and clothing to those in need in the West of Scotland.
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Motherwell Foodbank

Support over Christmas for their provision which is vital to the local community.

In consultation with Kieran Tierney who made the donation

Children’s Parties

We hosted two Christmas parties at Celtic Park for approximately 600 local primary school 

children, including gifts. The schools were St Anne’s, Quarrybrae, Dalmarnock, St Denis’, 

Haghill, Saracen, St Teresa’s, St Mungo’s, St Roch’s, Barmulloch, Royston and St Thomas 

plus Keppoch and Royston nurseries. Both parties were funded by private donors.

http://www.celticfc.net/news/13699; http://www.celticfc.net/news/13716

We also supported charities and community organisations in London, Dublin, Belfast and 

Ottowa:

Cardinal Hume Centre

Christmas presents, food, parties and outings for local families, including refugees and the 

homeless community. In addition, we promoted their Amazon wish list to provide a variety of 

essential items to the homeless community accessing the Centre plus a volunteering 

opportunity at the Centre on December 18. This was funded by two private donors.

http://www.celticfc.net/news/13578

St Anne’s Primary School, Whitechapel

Christmas outings and a party for children at the school, the vast majority of whom are from 

disadvantaged families. The school holds huge historical and emotional significance for 

Celtic. In 1892, five years after his leading role in the formation of Celtic Football Club, the 

Marist Order moved Brother Walfrid from Glasgow to the Whitechapel area of London’s 

East End.

http://www.celticfc.net/news/13578

St Anne’s Church, Whitechapel

Support for pensioners and families in the local community who are disadvantaged and 

those experiencing homelessness.

http://www.celticfc.net/news/13699
http://www.celticfc.net/news/13716
http://www.celticfc.net/news/13578
http://www.celticfc.net/news/13578


Northern Ireland Hospice

Continuation and development of the ‘Teenage Weekends’ project in 2018. The project 

offers teenagers with life-limiting conditions the opportunity to attend a weekend 

programme, filled with a range of activities which they normally couldn’t access without 

specialised medical care, such as sporting and music events.

St Brigid’s Primary School, Tallaght, Dublin

Christmas activities for children at the school, the vast majority of whom are from 

disadvantaged families. 

Women's Aid Dublin 

A Christmas meal and gifts for a host of women and children in Dublin who have 

experienced domestic violence.

Women's Aid Belfast and Lisburn

Food and gifts for the women and children in the community in Belfast and Lisburn, to help 

ease the loneliness and stress of those who have experienced domestic violence. 

Ottowa Mission

A Christmas meal, gifts and activities for those who are homeless.

In consultation with the Ottowa CSC who fundraised for the Foundation to support the 

Mission.
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Gift Donations

As well as financial donations, we also received and passed on over 1,500  brand new toys 

and gifts.

Each attendee at our Ghirls for Good event (420) generously donated a gift for a local child 

who is sick or disadvantaged and the following organisations benefitted from these 

wonderful contributions:

• Children in Care in Edinburgh & Fife (the Cottage Family)

• Glasgow Children's Hospital Charity

• Glasgow East Women's Aid

• Glasgow North East Social Work

• Glasgow Women's Aid

• Kids Out

• Loaves & Fishes

• Salvation Army Parkhead

• Scottish Refugee Council

• Simon Community Scotland

• Spirit Aid

In addition, we were fortunate to be selected as one of the beneficiaries of two local toy 

drives:

1. An anonymous donor through James Mortimer – 674 toys which were gifted to:

- 205 P5 children who attended our Christmas party on December 15

- Celtic FC Foundation project participants and their families

- Children in West Dunbartonshire

2. Exsel’s ‘Gifts for Glasgow’ initiative - the 200 toys and gifts received were subsequently 

donated to:

• Glasgow the Caring City

• Sean’s Trust

• St Roch’s FC Foundation

• The Legacy Hub, Parkhead
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Testimonials

These are just a selection of the comments received from a variety of beneficiaries:

“I called all families you supported and had several crying, some speechless and others

saying that it had made their year. Thank you so much - you have made this a special time

of year for our families.” – Nancy Clunie, Head Teacher, Dalmarnock Primary School

“We really, really appreciate it and our families and kids are so so grateful for your

support at a lovely but stressful time!” – Gayle Minnis, Head Teacher, Eastbank

Primary School

“Thank you for this great kindness. I am certain that it will go a long way towards making

Christmas a happier experience for our children.” – Louise Mackie, Head Teacher, St Denis’

Primary School

“One mother you helped has been staying with family as her house was broken in to.

She was completely overwhelmed and couldn’t thank Celtic FC Foundation enough.

Before you stepped in, she said her hopes for Christmas were over!” - Stacey

Bradley, St Thomas Gallowgate Church

“I have just received a card and gift from Celtic FC Foundation and I am shocked and

amazed. I have five kids and this money will go a long long way towards helping me make

sure they have a great Christmas. I have been so worried how I was going to manage to get

their presents and still feed us all through the festive period and this has just made my

Christmas so thank you thank you thank you all. I hope you all have the best Christmas as

you have just made ours xxx”– beneficiary family

“As a single parent of a disabled child thank you for making our Christmas.” –

beneficiary family

“I was crying as nothing like this happens to me. Thank you very much as me and my kids

will be going to See Santa and the Christmas markets in George Square now. Thanks to

you xx” – beneficiary family

“Your donation will go towards buying food, essential clothing and sleeping bags,

which will be distributed throughout the festive period. Thanks to the generosity of

the Celtic fans we can look to give the individuals we support a happier Christmas

and New Year.” – Tom Boyd Snr, the Wayside Club
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“As 2017 draws to a close, we ask you to remember that you have helped to make this

Christmas very special for the families we work with. You have really made a difference in

many ways, not just in kind; your support brings the gift of hope to those who have

experienced worthlessness. I would like to say a heartfelt thank you.” – Anne Kelly,

Glasgow East Women’s Aid

“We’re absolutely over the moon that we will once again benefit from Celtic FC

Foundation’s Christmas Appeal. Without the Foundation’s help, we would not be

able to meet demands this Christmas; it really is a vital resource for us. We are

anticipating that this will be our busiest Christmas period ever, as there are so many

families out there struggling to feed themselves.” – Denis Curran, Loaves and Fishes

“We want to make Christmas a time of joy for the families and children we work with. The

donation received from Celtic FC Foundation will go a long way to ensuring that they have a

wonderful time this Christmas.” - Esther Muchena, Scottish Refugee Council

“At Spirit Aid, we try to identify young people and families living in poverty who need

a little bit of support and we aim to find ways where we can make a bit of a difference

to their lives. But without the support of Celtic FC Foundation, we couldn’t do any of

this. Without the people who go that extra mile like sleeping out in the cold at Celtic

Park and doing all these events, we can’t do a thing. I want to thank all of the Celtic

Family who make a difference, who go the extra mile and actually think about

different people, other than themselves at this time of year.” – Patrick Rolink, Spirit

Aid

“We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has contributed to Celtic FC

Foundation’s Christmas Appeal. I hope that the fans who have dug deep realise what an

important role they are playing, in helping people less fortunate than themselves, to enjoy

the Spirit of Celtic this Christmas.” – Stephen Mullan, St Roch’s FC Foundation

“For some of our young women, the Elpis Centre is all they have and we are so

grateful for the support of Celtic FC Foundation. Your donation will allow us to give

them a special day this Christmas, by providing a festive meal and a small gift to

each of our vulnerable young women. Without the support of Celtic FC Foundation,

we simply wouldn’t be able to do this. From all of our staff and service users, we’d

like to say a massive thank you to all the Celtic supporters who have made this

possible.” – Joanne Bradley, the Elpis Centre

“It’s absolutely non-stop for us here at The Invisibles at this time of year. There are so many

people out there who need our support. We are entirely reliant on donations and people’s

goodwill, so to receive support from Celtic FC Foundation once again is invaluable. This will

help us to continue the work that we do into 2018. Everyone at The Invisibles and the

people who we support would like to say a massive thank you to all of the supporters for

their continued generosity.” – Michelle McFarlane, The Invisibles
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CONTACT

Tony Hamilton

Chief Executive

Celtic FC Foundation

e: th@celticfc.com

m: +44 7711 044 411

Iain Jamieson

Communications Manager

Celtic FC Ltd

e: IJamieson@celticfc.co.uk

t: +44 141 551 4235

Jane Maguire

Head of Fundraising and Events

Celtic FC Foundation

e: janemaguire@celticfc.co.uk

t: +44 141 551 4262

On behalf of the Foundation team and all of this year’s beneficiaries, I would like to thank

you very much for joining with us in the Christmas Appeal. It takes us right back to our roots

and mirrors the whole reason why the Club was set up in the first place. It makes me so

proud of the Foundation and those who support us.

Thank you to everyone who gave us their time around our fundraising events and delivery,

especially our army of volunteers and the Foundation’s Supporters’ Committee. Thanks to

the Celtic supporters across the world and everyone else who actively raised funds for this

year’s campaign and/or made donations.

Thanks to the Football Department and all of the Celtic staff across the business who

assisted with the campaign through another very busy period at the football club.

Thanks to Magners, Dafabet, Intelligent Car Leasing, Exsel, CreditFix, Football Aid and all

Celtic and Foundation sponsors, partners, suppliers and Corporate and Premium clients.

Thanks to those who gave us professional services and thanks to Number 19 Marketing for

the campaign concept design.

The period of the Appeal is both a sad and happy time at the Foundation as we see first

hand the massive challenges those in our community are facing but also the genuine impact

your incredible support can make. It’s been emotional, heartwarming and inspirational.

Your generosity means that every year we reach more families who are struggling, women

and children in refuge, pensioners, those who are homeless and others living on the margin.

I believe we have indeed come together to share the true Spirit of Celtic this Christmas.

Wishing you a peaceful Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Jane Maguire

Head of Fundraising and Events


